
Stormwater  

Best Management Practices  

For additional information or questions, please contact: 
 

Maricopa County Environmental Services Department 
Stormwater Quality Program 

15023 N. 75th St 
Scottsdale, AZ 85260 

602-372-1569 
www.maricopa.gov/stormwater 

Horse waste can pollute our waterways 
 

Manure contains nutrients-phosphorus and nitrogen-as well 
as bacteria. The nutrients lead to a proliferation of aquatic 
plants, which deplete oxygen in the water, killing aquatic life. 
High bacteria levels in the water may cause illness in humans 
or other animals. Excess sediment from pastures or corrals 

carried by the storm drain system into rivers and lakes can clog the gills of fish, 
block light transmission, and increase water temperature. 

What can you do to prevent pollution? 
 

 Locate barns and corrals in areas that drain away from 
storm drains or waterways 

 Locate barns, corrals, and stables on higher ground that 
drains into vegetated areas 

 Install roof drains and gutters to direct runoff away from high use areas 
 Use fences to keep horses away from waterways or other environmentally 

sensitive areas 
 Keep animals away from wet, muddy fields when possible 
 Collect soiled bedding and manure on a daily basis and  

store in seepage free containers, such as plastic garbage 
cans with lids 

 Protect manure storage facilities from rainfall 
 Compost manure and bedding or give to a local nursery  

or park 
 Apply fertilizers, pesticides, and herbicides sparingly or use natural or       

less-toxic alternatives 
 Treat used chemicals as hazardous waste and dispose of properly 

http://www.maricopa.gov/stormwater�
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