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Maricopa County Local Emergency Planning Committee 
 

Summary Meeting Minutes 
 

November 8, 2006 
 

A meeting of the Maricopa County Local Emergency Planning Committee (MCLEPC) was held on 
November 8, 2006 at the Banner Good Samaritan Medical Center at 1111 E. McDowell Road, Phoenix, 
Arizona.   
 
Membership Attendance 
 
● Members Attending – Tom Abbott, J.R. Smith (proxy for Sheriff Joe Arpaio), 
   Steve Brittle, Michael Fusco, David Jones, Mitchell Lach (proxy for 

Rob Gunter), Bob Hansen, Bob Horn, Walt Loerzel (proxy for Ron 
Jamison), Alan Jensen, Tim Jones, Terry Petko, Jack Pike, Cristina Herrera and 
MaryAlice Witzel. 
 

● Members Absent – Tim Newbill, John Power, Kevin Rose, Hal Rosen, and Michael Trapasso. 
 

● Others in Attendance – Cloves Campbell, Larry Fallis, Dori Lowham, Scott Meyer, Dan Roe, Gary 
Smith and Greta Rogers. 

 
Call to Order 
Chairman Fusco called the meeting to order at 6:10 pm with a quorum. 
 
Introduction 
Chairman Fusco welcomed everyone to the meeting. Committee members and guests gave their 
introductions. 

 
Approval of the Minutes 
Members reviewed the minutes.  No questions were asked.  Chairman Fusco asked for a motion to 
approve the minutes of July 2006 as written.  Mr. Steve Brittle made a motion to approve the minutes.  
Mr. Terry Petko seconded the motion.  The motion was unanimously approved by the committee. 
 
Subcommittee Reports 
 
Education Subcommittee – Mr. Petko reported the following items as key topics at the Stakeholders 
Workshop held on August 29, 2006 at the South Mountain Community Center. 
 

1. Public requested additional modeling for mobile sources along transportation routes, 
particularly chlorine tanker cars. 
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2. Public requested additional outreach programs and follow up training. 
 

3. Public requested reactivation of civil defense warning sirens. 
 

4. Public requested public awareness training of CENS program. 
 

5. Public requested increased diversity in MCLEPC membership. 
 
Mr. Fusco stated that this was one step towards community educational outreach activities.   Other areas 
will be identified in the future to hold more outreach activities.  
 
Grants Subcommittee – Ms. Cristina Herrera stated the members had a copy of the new Grant 
Application package in their member packets   She requested input from members on how and what to 
use the new grant funds. She also stated that a portion of last year’s equipment grant was passed through 
to the City of Surprise for the purchase of hazardous materials response equipment.  She requested the 
members of the LEPC to check within their jurisdictions and advertise the grant funds to other cities and 
towns not represented on the Committee. She stated that last year’s grant funds were spent on updating 
the HAZMAT plan and purchased miscellaneous equipment for an exercise (safety vests, badges, door 
hangers).  Ms. Herrera also reminded the Committee that according to the minutes from the July 2006 
meeting, a location for a hazardous materials exercise has not been identified.  Mr. Fusco stated that he 
would like to see this activity move forward.  Mr. Brittle stated that the scale of exercise needs to be 
determined.  The Committee discussed that the details of the exercise are still open for discussion (when, 
area, type of exercise etc).  Discussed integrating the modeling of a chlorine railroad accident into this 
exercise.  Discussed involving the community to the exercise event.  Mr. Brittle and Mr. Petko will work 
with Ms Herrera on the details of the exercise.   
 
Membership Subcommittee – Mr. Tim Jones, Chair, reported his subcommittee conducted two meetings 
since the July meeting.  He stated that the first meeting was to review membership composition for 
lacking representation and the second meeting was to review formal requests and review attendance of 
current members to LEPC meetings.  In the second meeting, we discussed and approved membership for 
consideration.  We had two replacements which were Warren Leek replacing Osman Aloyo and Bob 
Hansen replacing Joe Early.  He stated that there were some folks who wanted to become members; 
Cloves Campbell and Gary Smith who satisfied the media and print group that was needed desperately. 
He stated that Michael Pops represents the community and Chris West represents the owners or operators 
of facilities.  Mr. Jones stated the applications were reviewed and the Subcommittee recommends all for 
membership.  Mr. Steve Brittle made a motion to accept all the applicants.  He also stated that they should 
be scheduled for the new member training within the next six months.  Motion was seconded by Mr. 
David Jones.  Motion was unanimously approved by the committee.   
 
Ms. Herrera stated that she received a request for membership application from Chris Haupt from DPC 
although he was not able to attend tonight’s meeting.  Chairman Fusco requested that all subcommittees 
meet 30 days prior to a regular meeting and to bring their items forward at least 15 days before the regular 
meeting.  He also stated that member attendance was very important especially in establishing a quorum.  
He emphasized that it was important to attend at least 3 meetings a year.  He also reiterated that if the 
member was unable to attend to send an alternate. 
 
Plans Subcommittee – Mr. Steve Brittle reported meeting several times to review the emergency plan in 
alignment with chlorine planning issues.  Mr. Fusco complimented the subcommittee for their good work. 
Mr. Fusco stated no comments were received for input.  Mr. Brittle pointed out that the plan was 
reviewed to comply with the planning requirements under the federal law such as notification.  Mr. Brittle 
also pointed out that it was the Committee’s job to identify how to get the resources to implement the plan 
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for example sirens.  Mr. Brittle explained the need to add the language for responders to make an 
immediate assessment particularly in a chlorine incident.  Mr. Brittle also stated that chlorine modeling 
indicates the need to plan for 90,000 persons in a worst case scenario (chlorine).  Mr. Brittle suggested 
that the LEPC review hospital decontamination procedures.  MaryAlice Witzel indicated that most 
hospitals have decon plans but that the hospital staff was not always available to conduct 
decontamination. She also indicated that hospitals will use contractors.  Committee discussed the 
recommended changes on pages 2, 3 4, 6, 8, 9, and 10 of the HazMat Plan.  Ms. Herrera stated that her 
preference is to remove the names shown on Appendix 1 and to add additional resource telephone 
numbers such as those provided by the Commission website.  The Committee instructed Ms. Herrera to 
check the Commission website or reference the website for Appendix 2 – Tab A.  Committee further 
reviewed and recommended changes to pages 17, 19, 20, 22, 23, 24, 26 and 28.  Committee also 
discussed developing a Media Packet and Chairman Fusco tasked the Education Subcommittee to work 
on this activity with the new media members.  Chairman Fusco indicated that the intensity of the project 
may entail an Ad Hoc Subcommittee.  Mr. Dan Roe suggested for the Subcommittee to capitalize on what 
has already been developed by other agencies.  Ms. Herrera stated that the glossary will be reviewed and 
updated to incorporate the added acronyms such as NIMS, CAMEO, ALOHA, etc.  Tom Abbott 
suggested that approval of the plan be tabled to January’s meeting so that the changes can be made and 
reviewed again. Committee unanimously agreed to postpone action and bring this item back for the next 
meeting. 
 
Rules Subcommittee 
David Jones, Chair had no report but offered an invitation to other members who might be interested in 
serving on the Rules Subcommittee as he was the only one.  Ms. Herrera pointed out that new members 
will be asked to serve on a subcommittee and an Ad Hoc committee.  Committee members discussed the 
numbers on each Subcommittee which averaged to two members at the present time. 
 
Old Business 
 
Legal Representation – 
The Committee was provided a copy of a letter from Maricopa County Attorney Andrew P. Thomas 
indicating their non-participation for legal representation on the LEPC.  Mr. Dan Roe stated that this issue 
is between the County and the State Attorney General’s Office to work out.  Mr. Roe commented that 
support for MCDEM comes from the County Attorney and that the HazMat Plan which is a part of the 
County EOP which then becomes a County issue.  Mr. Roe stated that if the right things are done by the 
group (LEPC) those issues never surface. 
 
New Business 
 
Stakeholders Workshop – Mr. Terry Petko reported under the Education Subcommittee.  Chairman 
Fusco stated that there are follow up activities to be conducted as stated previously.  Ms. Herrera 
informed the Committee of a letter to Mr. Pops summarizing the highlights of the workshop. 
 
Draft Response to Public Comments – Chairman Fusco stated that a sixteen question request for 
responses was submitted by Mr. Scott Meyer at the Stakeholders Workshop.  Committee members have a 
draft response and Chairman Fusco requested input from each Committee member.  Mr. Steve Brittle 
recommended tabling this item and taking action at the January meeting.  Mr. Scott Meyer commented on 
the need for chemical monitoring/testing after a chemical fire which is a problem here and across the 
country.  Mr. Fusco tasked the Members to review the draft response and provide input to Ms. Herrera 
within the next 30 days.   
 



 4

Mr. Dan Roe reminded the Committee to not delay updating and approving the HazMat Plan as the 
County has a deadline for adopting its updated County Emergency Operations Plan.  He also reminded 
and cautioned the Members to communicate directly with Ms. Herrera and not with each other as it may 
be a violation of the Open Meeting Law.   
 
Call to Public 
 
Mrs. Greta Rogers of 5010 E. Cheyenne Phoenix, AZ 85044 asked some questions about an article of a 
crash on I-10E that contained corrosive materials.  Mrs. Rogers asked if a federal inspector is called to the 
(incident) site.  She expressed concern about the chemicals.  Chairman Fusco agreed that the article was 
not specific and stated that for most hazardous materials incidents a federal inspector would not be called.  
He further stated this type of incident would be handled at the local level and possibly with the state (this 
was a state highway).  Ms. Herrera stated she is waiting for a written report from Buckeye Fire 
Department.  Ms. Herrera stated that the media portrayed a bigger picture than it really was, focus was 
mass casualties and a fatality in the incident, but there was no release of chemicals.  Mr. Dan Roe stated 
that the load was impacted by fire but it did not breach the containers.  He indicated that therefore since 
there was no release there would be no report to the National Response Center.  He also stated that DPS is 
completing a report that could be shared.  Mr. Roe indicated that the driving credentials for FedEx drivers 
are optimal.  Mrs. Rogers inquired about an article she read in the newspaper and that which Ms. Herrera 
referenced.  Mrs. Rogers was informed that these were different articles. 
 
Mr. Meyer asked about notifications for meetings.  Ms. Cristina Herrera replied that all members and 
interested parties were notified at the same time. 
 
Public Review of Plan 
No comments were made by the public. 
 
 
Announcement of next meeting 
Next meeting will be held on January 3, 2007 from 2 – 4 pm location to be determined. 
 
Adjournment 
Mr. David Jones made a motion to adjourn at 8:15 pm.  The adjournment was seconded and approved by 
the committee. 
 
 
________________________________ 
Cristina Herrera, Executive Director 
 


